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Random Reflections 


Recently there have been several 
very striking developments close at 
home. Some comment may be 
relevant. 

The first of these, which must have 
affected many within the ELCE, is 
the rather large proportion of ELCE 
pastors who have within a brief span 
of time accepted calls to the Lutheran 
Churches overseas from which they 
originally came to our shores. Where- 
as only a few months ago the ELCE 
looked set—with a growing ministry 
—for considerable mission expansion, 
the losses, humanly speaking, appear 
to have meant a setback for the work 
in our Church. By the grace of God 


by Preceptor Elmore Leske 


we find the setback is not total, for the 
arrival of three recent graduates to 
the ministry from USA allows most of 
the vacancies to be filled very prompt- 
ly, and at the same time one projected 
new mission (at Bradford) will be 
commenced. 

We realise that the men who have 
accepted calls away have done so only 
because they were convinced that this 
decision would better serve the cause 
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of Christ’s kingdom in this world. 
in the ELCE will want to join m 
expressing the warmest gratitud! 
Pastors Borgas, Bosch and Henni 
their many years of faithful an 
ing in the ELCE, in assuring 
that we shall miss their persons - 
their work in the future, and in v 
ing them continued wisdom, pe 
and zeal from the Holy Spirit for ‘ 
Gospel ministry. 

It is timely to reflect on G 
thoughts brought to mind by t 
changes. Our ministry is at the 
sent moment wholly a gift from @ 
Lutheran Churches with whom 
are closely tied and on whom we ; 
been heavily dependent. This is _ 
natural, not a cause for alarm; a» 
is a fact for which the ELCE 
presses its gratitude frequently. | 
because of this situation what ha. 
cently happened must be regardeé 
likely to recur now and then. We } 
then hopefully trust that men ca 
spared by the churches from ~ 
which themselves have many ve. 
parishes craving a minister of 
Word. 

Westfield House lcoks at this s 
tion with understanding and wi 
sense of the purpose of its own € 
ence, and expects that more than: 
Lutherans in Great Britain will ur 
stand, too, why so much conce® 
tion is being directed its way of 
It yearns to serve the ELCE by 
paring young men from its own # 
ber for the pastorate so that bot! 
gaps which are likely to occur 
be readily filled and the new 
planned for years to come me 
promptly manned. 

The entry to Westfield in Oc 
of a second young man from 
ELCE means that the pro 
trickle observed last year begin 
give notice of becoming a 
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‘eam; and the two additional appli- 
tions already in for the next year 
gests a growing momentum hope- 
lly to be experienced in the congre- 
‘tions in four or five years’ time. 
‘This is reason enough to give glory 
God for Westfield House and to 
vay that these men will be given the 
cessary faith and enlightenment to 
‘eceed where they have planned, 
id that each year others will be 
‘oved to follow in their wake. 
Very closely related to the fore- 
ding is the arrival of Dr. Martin 
tanzmann, previously Professor of 
‘ew Testament at Concordia Semin- 
ry, St. Louis, and now about to serve 
3 Tutor at Westfield. Westfield 
1 Franzmann, 


ath and stature will play a dominant 
le in our expanding programme. 
Jr. Franzmann will be installed in 
\bbey Church, Cambridge, on Sat- 
tday, 4th October, at 3 p.m. 

~The months of May, June and 
ugust brought visitors from Aus- 
talia in the persons of, first, the Rev- 
rend E. W. Wiebusch and then the 


Reverend Dr. M. Lohe, Vice-Presi- 
dent and President of the Lutheran 
Church of Australia respectively. 
Pastor Wiebusch’s visit was of several 
weeks’ duration in which he with his 
customary exuberance got as close as 
possible to as much of the ELCE life 
and work as he could. Westfield 
House was happy to acknowledge his 
presence with an afternoon reception. 
Dr. Lohe’s visit was unfortunately 
brief; but it gave him opportunity to 
meet many of the pastors and to have 
long discussions with our Chairman. 
These visits from executives of the 
LCA (the other overseas church 
which has been generous in providing 
men for our ministry) must be con- 
sidered of great significance, empha- 
sising the oneness of faith between 
their Church and ours. As the LCA 
has as yet not made any declarations 
of fellowship with overseas churches 
since it came into existence in 1966 
upon the union of the two previously- 
existing churches, this kind of contact 
must be viewed with joy and thanks- 
giving. May God bless these men and 
the Church they lead. 


Yesterdays 
IWENTY YEARS AGO—Sept. 1949 


he Rev. L. Bucheimer of True Light Luth- 
tran Church, New York, speaks on Sunday, 
| September, at both Holy Trinity and 
-uther-Tyndale of his work as a founder 
ind pastor of the largest Chinese Christian 
Ongregation outside China. . . appeals 
nade on 25 September for more members 
or choirs at Luther-Tyndale and Holy 
Trinity and for storage space in members’ 
lomes for Lutheran Hour materials. 


[EN YEARS AGO—September 1959 


eptember issue of “British Lutheran” 
€atures “My Faith at Work” by Richard 
enning, American screen and television 
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actor and regular worshipper at St. Pauls, 
Boreham Wood, while filming the title role 
in the TV film, “ The Flying Doctor” at the 
Elstree studios . . . alsoat Boreham Wood, - 
the Rev. B. H. Jackayya, General Secretary 
of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
preaches at the evening service on 6 Sep- 
tember ... confirmation of eight adults 
at St. Timothy, Sunderland, on 18 Septem- 
ber, and two classes at Christ Lutheran, 
Petts Wood, on 27 September . . . Luther- 
Tyndale adopts ‘Church Night” pro- 
gramme concentrating all week-day activi- 
ties (youth club, Bible Class, Choir, neigh- 
bourhood visitation, etc.) into one night to 
encourage members scattered all over 
Greater London into larger participation in 
church’s programme ... Church Exten- 
sion Fund recepits to end of July £7,528. 
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| Lift Up Your Hearts 


The Case of the 
Contaminated Blackberries 


by the Rev. 


Does it matter whether or not our 
church teaches the truth of God? 
Does it matter what you believe? 
How serious should we be about what 
the Bible has to say? Listen to “ The 
Case of the Contaminated Blackberry 
Jam” 


A Sad Tale 


My wife just told me the story. She 
heard it on “ Woman’s Hour ”—that 
somewhere in England there is a 
messy, decaying mount of approxim- 
ately fifty pounds of blackberries. Not 
long ago these blackberries were all 
nicely cooked up and preserved in sev- 
eral dozen jam pots. But now this 
soggy heap reveals one of the saddest, 
yet perhaps one of the wisest, tales 
that blackberry lovers will ever hear. 

It reveals how a family had been 
on a blackberry-picking outing, and 
had joyfully brought home their 
harvest for making up into jam. It 
reveals how, not long after the jam 
had been made up and set aside to 
cool, the mother heard the news that 
the local council had just previously 
sprayed all the bushes and shrubs in 
that area with a potentially lethal 
chemical. 

Upon hearing the news the mother 
called up the local authority to see if 
her jam would be fit for her family to 
eat. She found that neither the Min- 
istry of Health nor the local Council 
could offer any assurance whatsoever 


FOUR 


W.H. Fanning of Sunderland 


that the jam would be safe for hum 
consumption. 

There was only one alternati 
The jam had to be thrown out. N 
the family would have to go out a 
pick some more blackberries, this tr 
uncontaminated ones. 


Harmful Doctrine 


There is a parallel thought in- 
this which applies to us. For just 
those rich and tasty blackberries « 
be found on the bushes by many. 
road and in many a field, so also © 
precious articles of our faith, inten¢ 
for consumption by the soul, will 
found on the pages of the Bible. 
doubt you have plucked a few of thi 
teachings from time to time, just. 
many people before you have don 

But like the upsetting news abc 
the spraying of the blackberries, 
there is the sad news that in the wor 
and country, in which we live 
kinds of dangerous and ison 
thoughts are sprayed over the fruit 
have gleaned from the Scriptures. I 
make no mistake about it—the tea» 
ings of the Bible are good and pure: 
themselves; it is what men sometir: 
add, or do, to those teachings wh» 
often changes them to the point wh 
they can be much more harmful th 
helpful to the soul. It is sad, but tr 

Chemical sprays, these days, « 
quite common and easily cbtaina’ 
commodities. The same goes for | 
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srverted ideas that get mixed up 
ith pure, straightforward Biblical 


_ And they are often easily detected. 
or example, is there is not something 
nitely wrong with the teaching 
iat Jesus came to earth only to be a 
ced teacher and example for us? 
Yhat about neglecting to present 
fim as the Son of God, who came to 
ike all our sins upon Himself? There 
much more harm than good done 
) our faith, as when Jesus’ death and 
‘2surrection are explained as myth or 
able; cr when a man is said to be 
ved, not “by grace through faith 
lone,” but by the addition of a few 
ecessary good deeds on his part; or 
hen good works are said to be op- 
ional or even unnecessary, because 
esus Christ has done everything for 
is already; or when it is said that a 
‘ving God would not, even could not, 
ndemn and punish sin and unbelief. 
Volumes could be written on the 
ontaminations, the aberrations and 
eviations. You should hear some of 
he weird doctrines that we pastors 
ometimes hear and read about! 
evertheless, the fact remains that all 
insafe teaching must, like those taint- 


ed blackberries, be tossed out. There 
is no alternative. 


And why? Well, you wouldn’t have 
eaten those blackberries, would you ? 
Then you surely wouldn’t want any- 
one else to eat them, either. 


Good Fruit 


Unfortunately, some people might 
come to the rash conclusion that be- 
cause some blackberries are no longer 
good to eat, therefore all blackberries 
are no good. No—if you want some 
good eating, then take heart! There 
must be many, many _ blackberry 
bushes just waiting for you and me 
this autumn. 

Therefore, just because some reli- 
gious teachers or groups present the 
Scriptures falsely, this does not mean 
that there is no more pure teaching 
left. No—take heart! If you want 
good food for the soul, then there 
definitely is a place where Christ is 
found in all His fullness of grace and 
truth. Every pastor and every mem- 
ber of our church would point to the 
pages of Scripture, to the Gospel. And | 
when they invite you to come and see 
and hear what the Bible has to say, 
they are in effect saying : “ Grab your 
buckets . . . let’s go!” 


NOTICES 
The Rev. Curtis Moermond was in- 
. Paul Lutheran 


mber, at 3 p.m. 


2. The Rev. Ronald Kresge was installed 
$ pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
arlow, Essex, on the Sixteenth Sunday 
fter Trinity, 21 September, at 3 p.m. 


‘ 


3. Dr. Martin Franzmann will be in- 
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stalled as theological tutor at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
4 October. 


4. The Opening Service of the academic 
year at Westfield House, Cambridge, will 
take place at 10 a.m., Tuesday, 7-October. 


The 1970 Synod, to be held at Holy 
Trinity, London, will take place 11-12 Sep- 
tember, and not in May as heretofore. The 
1970 Budget Conference will meet on 6 
June. 
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Into All the World— Radi 


by E. F. R. Smith, Manager Concordia Publishing House Ltd. 


In earlier articles appearing in The 
British Lutheran we have considered 
the almost unique roles played by our 
Church's audio-visual and publica- 
tions. Their influence and potential 
far outweigh the insignificant size of 
the Lutheran Church in Britain to- 
day. 

In this third, and last, feature deal- 
ing with the areas of mass communi- 
cation it would not be amiss to reflect 
upon the important position which 
The Lutheran Hour has in the world 
scene and within the British Isles. 

This unique radio ministry—spon- 
sored by Lutheran laymen and women 
—1s today the world’s most extensive, 
non-governmental broadcast opera- 
tion. In scope and coverage it follows 
behind the mighty propaganda mach- 
ines of the major Eastern and Western 
powers, but it is truly a mighty wit- 
ness for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Each week over 30 millions hear the 
programme in one of 41 language 
versions, and from some 1,200 radio 
stations. Through the means of radio, 
the eternal Word enters homes, vil- 
lages, towns and cities throughout the 
world : through means of radio souls 
are reached with the message of re- 
conciliation, through Christ the Sav- 
iour, who otherwise might well be 
beyond reach of the other channels 
open to the preaching of the Gospel. 

Over Thirty Million Souls each 
week ! Think of it and allow 
the significance of this to sink 
slowly in your mind. And the cost? 
About 120 souls are reached with 
each £1. For comparative purposes, 
when related to the average cost of an 
ELCE congregation, a ‘radio congre- 
gation’ of 250,000 persons is reached 
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for the same sum spent in the E 
True, it is hardly a fair compari) 
but it is a persuasive answer to t 
who ask whether The Lutheran Hi 
is effective and economical. How | 
would your Pound go as far? i 

Unfortunately the dearth of cé@ 
mercial radio outlets in Europe — 
seriously affected the radio audie 
in the United Kingdom. We hi 
indeed to be grateful to have 
opportunity of using Trans We 
Radio in Monte Carlo (every Fri¢ 
at 11.00 p.m. on 205 metres) but | 
station is practically unknown- 
British listeners and so has no regu 
audience. Furthermore, the tim 
transmission is hardly conducive: 
widespread listening! Efforts are 
stantly being made to improve uy 
the radio coverage of Britain, © 
readers of the British Lutheran 
asked to remember these needs 
their prayers. 

But although The Lutheran Hor 
operation to Britain may be restric 
at the present time, it is still offer 
a valuable service to listeners with 
free Bible Correspondence Cou 
and the weekly printed sermon coy: 
Did you know that some 2,000 priri 
sermons are sent out regularly to i 
viduals and ministers . . . that w 
out a doubt many a good Luthe 
sermon is preached (with perl» 
slight modifications!) from man 
pulpit in our land. 

Elsewhere around the world 
picture is more often than not a~ 
ferent one : instead of restriction th) 
is opportunity; instead of lim» 
interest there is limitless outreach 
the broadcast Gospel. New arez 
new stations—new requests for 
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') oadcast, these are heard each week. 
Tf; God supplies the needs, so are 
‘ditional broadcasts, languages, sta- 
ms, inaugurated. Throughout the 
1 brid there are tremendous oppor- 


y) nities for The Lutheran Hour : only 


jj cently broadcasts have commenced 
yp 2m zwzthin Spain and Portugal. With 
ditional funds much more could be 
‘complished : will you help play a 


personal part in this radio ministry? 
All can pray : many can work: and 
not a few can help financially. 
Whether you sponsor a foreign radio 
station broadcasting The Lutheran 
Hour, or whether you send an annual 
gift of £1 under Deed of Covenant, 
you can feel that you are partici- 
pating in the glorious task of Bringing 
Christ to the Nations of the world. 


i| Recently a Lutheran of long standing, chairman of his congrega- 
aon, said, “| always listen to the pastor’s introduction to his sermon. 


wraises with their whole hearts, to listen to His Word, and to pray 
wervently for the needs of their families, their community, their congre- 
uation, their nation, and the world. Children must be taught how to 
ilvorship if they are not going to waste their time in church as adults. 

y/ “ There is nothing which keeps people coming to church like a 
sjood sermon,” says Luther. But good sermons take time, much time 
\}Or reading, meditation, prayer, and writing. Some preachers say 
hat a rule of thumb is one hour of preparation for every minute of 

delivery. 

| “The common people are captivated more readily by comparisons 
“ind examples than by difficult and subtle disputations. They’ would 
\ather see a well-drawn picture than a well-written book,” says Luther. 
i| Let’s not take it for granted that our people hear, retain, and apply 
all that is said. Let’s do all we can to help them worship God “in 
iBpirit and in truth.” 


—from Advance. 
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N @WS from Our Churehes 


BIG CHANGES IN CHURCH’S MANPOWER 


Four Pastors Leave, Four New Men Arrive | 
7 


The summer of 1969 has seen important changes in the manpower of } 
ELCE. Three senior pastors accepted calls into Lutheran parishes overse 
the Rev. Floyd Bosch of Luther-Tyndale, London, to Clay Centre, Kan 
U.S.A., the Rev. V. H. Hennig of Redeemer, Harlow, to Edmonton, Albew 
Canada, and the Rev. W. P. Borgas of St. Paul, Besshan Wood, to Euduns 
South Australia. A fourth, the Rev. J. L. B. Cremer of Liverpool, resign 


from the ministry. 


The resultant vacancies placed a heavy 
burden on the church, a burden, it seemed, 
greater than a church as small as the 
ELCE could bear. But “‘ God is faithful”, 
the Epistle for Sunday, 3 August, pointed 
out, and at the very time when the pressure 
of four vacant parishes seemed the great- 
est. “ He will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape that 
ye may be able to bear it.”’ 


God kept His promise. In the four 
weeks between mid-August and mid-Sep- 
tember, four new workers arrived: Pastor 
Curtis Moermond for Boreham Wood, 
Pastor Ronald Kresge for Harlow, Pastor 
James Zinkowich for the new mission at 
Bradford, and Dr. Martin Franzmann as 
the second theological instructor for West- 
field House, Cambridge. The vacancy at 
Luther-Tyndale, London, had already 
been filled by Pastor Evan Koch who had 
arrived several months earlier. 

One vacancy still persists: Liverpool. 
Two calls, already issued, have been 
declined. But the Lord of the Church, 
who moves the hearts and wills of pastors 
to accept or decline, will fill the vacancy 
at Liverpool, for “ He is faithful ”’. 


CONCORDIA DISTRIBUTES 
NEW RANGES OF FILMS 


Two new ranges of films are being dis- 
tributed by Concordia Films London, an 
agency of the ELCE Board for Lutheran 
Agencies. Concordia now handles films by 
SPCK (Church of England) and filmstrips 
by Graded Press (Methodist U.S.A.). The 
1970 filmstrip catalogue, off the press in 
October, now totals over 700 titles for the 
religious and educational market. 
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Among these will be two new Concor 
filmstrips produced in London—So 
Studies Part I and No New Commandm 
Part II. The first four filmstrips of © 
Social Studies series, already on the ma® 
and produced in London, are Tuesday, 
Eight (on the probation service), From- 
To You (on adoption), Time on Y 
Hands (on the youth service), and He 
For Sale (on the 1968 Race Relations 
Another new filmstrip, The Man in 
Middle, dealing with Trade Unions, | 
postponed due to changes now taking pi 
in industrial relations. 


BRADFORD OPENING PLANNE. 
FOR MARCH 


Approval was given by the Execth 
Council at their meeting on 28 July, 
Concordia House, Golden Lane, to - 
construction of a hall and parsonage: 
the recently-acquried site at Bradford 
cost estimated by the architect, Gor 
Russell, a.r.1.B.a., of £16,600. Plans 
approval has already been obtained. 
thought that construction of the two & 
will be completed by March 1970. 

The Rev. James Zinkowich and. 
family have already moved to Bradf- 
Pastor Zinkowich will, in the meant’ 
gain ELCE orientation at Sheffield w: 
ing under the direction of Pastor Nor 
Heintz. 


TWO NEW PUBLICATIONS 


To commemorate the 300th annives 
of the Lutheran Church in the Ur 
Kingdom, two new publications will 
leased by the ELCE. The Story off 
Lutheran Church in Britain, 30 pages 


(continued on pa 
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sgow Evening Citizen, 
‘August, 1969 


POLITICAL WEEK—AT CHURCH! 


j/An unusual religious drive was intro- 
ced to East Kilbride throughout last 
ek by the Rev. Arnold Rakow of the 
*s Lutheran Church. 


It was a series of morning meetings in 
> church for youngsters aged four to 14 
ars to discuss ‘‘ God, my country and I.” 


r. Rakow, who came to East Kilbride 
om Canada two years ago, explained : 
‘The course of two-hourly periods for five 
"ys was to give the kids a chance to realise 
lat government means and how they and 


"i a Courses like this are uate common 
t Canada.” 


Five teachers, including Mr. Rakow, in- 
t cted the different age groups, and his 
e, Norma, took the youngest class, of 
ur and five- -year-olds at the church house, 
22 New Plymouth, East Kilbride. 


nage 

: ‘Children from the Lutheran church cer- 
(gj tly haven’t been sitting around doing 
thing during their holidays, if this week 
| anything to go by. 


“Because each day for a couple of hours, 
ye children have been going along to the 


'There are four classes, for youngsters 
nging from four to thirteen. The very 
yung have their lesson each day, then 
jake something, connected with the 
, to take home to mum and dad, 


' Even with all oe going on, they still 
ji) d time for a break, and a glass of squash. 


Our Churches in the News 


Coventry Evening Telegraph, 
Thursday, 14 August, 1969 


EXTRA TENTS FOR BIBLE SCHOOL 


The Rev. R. E. Winger, the pastor, 
helped pupils of his Holy Bible class at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lower 
Eastern Green, Coventry, to prepare bed- 
ding for the extra tents which have had 
to be provided because the school this year 
has proved so popular. Ninety children 
are attending the school, which is in its 
fourth year. Mr. Winger and six boys are 
sleeping in the tents. 


Sheffield Star 
LUTHERAN CHURCH WEDDING 


(By a Staff Reporter) 


Two members of Sheffield’s Lutheran 
Church are to be married there on Satur- 
day. 

The couple are Miss Sheila Ann Bol- 
sover, a 19-year-old clerk, of Greenwood 
Crescent, Littledale Estate, and Mr. Alan 
Ronald Walker, a 21-year-old insurance 
worker, of Park Grange Road, Sheffield. 

Both Mr. Walker and his fiancee are 
Sunday School teachers at the Lutheran 
Church of the Holy Cross, St. Aidan’s 
Avenue. 

Mr. Walker, whose father is the church 
organist, is also a member of the church 
council, 

The wedding will be the first between 
two members of the church’s small congre- 
gation of about 50 people. 

The church, built in 1966, is one of the 
few in the North of England. 

The Rev. N. H. Heintz, the Pastor, said 


that the wedding would be a “ major 
occasion” for the church. 

(Continued from page 8) 

35 illustrations, some full-page, outlines 


the history of the Lutheran church in Brit- 
ain with particular emphasis upon the 
ELCE, its history, belief, and worship. It 
is intended as a popular introduction for 
visitors and others interested in the Luth- 
¢ran church. The second publication is a 
translation of the first section of the 
Church Order of St. Mary Savoy, the 
second oldest Lutheran congregation in 


Britain, founded in 1694. 
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CHARTER OR LE’ ITERS PATENT OF CHARLES II, 13 SEPTEMBER 
(Courtesy Guildhall Library) 


Excerpts from the English Translation of the Charter : 


CHARLES THE SECOND BY THE GRACE OF GOD of England Scotland 
France & Ireland, Defender of the Faith & . do give grant and confirm to Ji 
Jacobsen, John Leemknell, Theodore Jacobsen, ‘Peter Splid, Stratz Ahrens and Nich 
Heyn, merchants, all that our said land soyle or ground scituate lying and being i 
parish of the holy Trinity within our City of London . . . to found erect and bur 
Temple or holy house . . . and permit all the companions of the Augustan profes: 
of what nation soever professing the same faith & religion and the same sacred 
to use and enjoy the said Temple . We also give... full license power 
authority to call together, choose, place ‘and appoint fitt and proper person and pe: 
to perform the officers of a Minister and Priest Dean and Incumbent in the said Ch» 
.. . And we have further commanded . . . the Archbishop of Canterbury, Bish 
London, Maior, Sheriffes and Alderman . .. that they at all times hereafter p 
the said’ companions of the Augustan Confession . freely and quietly to have 
use and exercise their own properties and ceremonies s and ecclesiastical discipline p 
and peculiar to the Augustant confession . . . notwithstanding that they do not ; 
with the rites and ceremonyes received and used in the Church of England . Wi 
myself at Westminster the thirteenth day of September in the four and twentieth: 
of our Reign. a 


By a writt of the Privy Seal, 
Pigott 
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